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General Course Description

Debate and Critical Communication is an advanced academic communication course. This course will help students develop their abilities to think critically and to formulate and deliver clear, well-supported spoken arguments. During this course, students will research topical issues, develop arguments for and against resolutions on those issues, and engage in formal and informal debate to test both the strength of their arguments and their skills in presenting those arguments.

Course Goals

By the end of this course, students will be expected to be able to:

· Understand and recognize logical fallacies in argumentation.

· Construct a clear, logical argument that is free from fallacy and supported by evidence.

· Think more critically when communicating, both as a speaker and as a listener.

· Analyze and critique spoken arguments for flaws in reasoning or evidence.
· Demonstrate knowledge of negotiation skills.

· Express communication skills in business, trade, diplomacy
Course Objectives

To achieve the goals listed above, students will:

· Study logical fallacies.
· Formulate propositions.
· Collect and evaluate evidence in support of and in opposition to propositions.
· Construct a case with appropriate supporting evidence for both sides of a proposition.
· Participate in in-class debates.
· Observe a debate competition as a spectator and as a judge, and evaluate the performance of the participants.

Course Requirements
Please carefully read the following requirements and contact me if you have any questions.
Attendance Policy
[1] Regular attendance is critical to success in this class. It is also worth 10% of your final grade.

[2] Each unexcused absence will result in a reduction in your grade by one full mark.

[3] More than four unexcused absences may result in an F grade for this course.

[4] In all cases, excused absences must be requested via email at least one day before the class and should be supported with appropriate documentation.

[5] Students arriving more than 15 minutes late to class will be marked ‘Late.’ If you arrive late four times, 2% will be deducted from your final grade.

[6] Students arriving more than 30 minutes late to class will be regarded as absent.

[7] You may see your attendance record at any time during the semester.

Assessment Policy
[1] Submission
Unless otherwise stated, all written tasks are due at the start of class on the due date specified. All assessments must be completed to pass this course.

[2] Formatting
All written assessments must be formatted using the following specifications:

· 12pt Times New Roman;

· Double spaced;

· 2” left margin;
· Appropriate referencing and a reference list;

· Your name, student ID number, the class code (HSS479), and assessment title must be on every page.

I do not mind which referencing style you use (footnotes, endnotes, parenthetical), but you must be consistent and you must ensure that all the relevant information is provided.

[3] Homework
Homework and Participation is worth 10% of your final grade. Homework will generally be assigned to help you to prepare for class activities and assessments. Your homework will not be graded.

[4] Plagiarism
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. If there is evidence of plagiarism in your written work, you will receive a 0 (zero) for that assessment. If you submit plagiarized work more than once, you risk failing this course.

[5] Extensions
In all cases, extensions must be applied for via email before the due date and should be supported with appropriate documentation (medical certificate etc). No extensions will be granted because you have not adequately organized your time.

[6] Late Submissions
All assessments must be completed to pass this course. If an assessment is submitted late, the following penalties will apply:

· 10% deduction if submitted on the due date, but after class;

· 10% per day (or part of a day commencing at the due time) will be deducted for assessments received within 7 days of the due date;

· Assessments submitted more than 7 days after the due date will receive a score of 0 (zero).


